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SUBJECT: SACLANT CHANGE OF COMMAND 

1 . FOR USNATO: AMBASSADOR SHOULD DELIVER TO SYG LUNS 
THE TEXT OF THE FOLLOWING LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
REQUESTING THE RELEASE OF ADMIRAL KIDD FROM HIS 
ASSIGNMENT AS SACLANT. SIGNED ORIGINAL IS BEING POUCHED. 

BEGIN TEXT: DEAR MR. SECRETARY GENERAL: I WRITE TO YOU 
IN YOUR CAPACITY AS CHAIRMAN OF THE DEFENSE PLANNING 
COMMITTEE OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL. I REQUEST THAT 
THE COMMITTEE TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION TO SECURE THE RE- 
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LEASE OF ADMIRAL ISAAC C. KIDD, JR.. UNITED STATES 

NAVY, FROM HIS ASSIGNMENT AS SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER, 

ATLANTIC. ADMIRAL KIDD HAS REQUESTED RETIREMENT TO BE 
EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 1978. 

1 AM CERTAIN THAT THE FULL TRUST AND CONFIDENCE EXTENDED 
BY ALL NATIONS TO THE SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER, 
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ATLANTIC, DURING ADMIRAL KIDD'S TENURE WILL CONTINUE 
WITH THE ASSUMPTION OF THESE RESPONSIBILITIES BY ANOTHER 
COMMANDER. 

IF THE COMMITTEE APPROVES THE RELEASE OF ADMIRAL KIDD. 
THE UNITED STATES IS PREPARED TO RECOMMEND TO THE 
COMMITTEE A WELL QUALIFIED SUCCESSOR. SINCERELY, 

JIMMY CARTER. END TEXT. 

2. FOR USDELMC: YOU SHOULD, AT THE SAME TIME THAT AMB 
BENNETT DELIVERS THE PRESIDENT'S LETTER, NOTIFY THE 
MILITARY COMMITTEE OF THE PRESIDENT'S REQUEST FOR 
ADMIRAL KIDD'S RELEASE. UPON A REQUEST FROM THE DPC, 

WE WILL PROVIDE A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT NOMINATING 
A SUCCESSOR TO ADMIRAL KIDD AS SACLANT. 

3. THIS IS A JOINT STATE-DEFENSE MESSAGE. THIS MATTER 
MUST REPEAT MUST BE HELD CLOSELY TO AVOID PREMATURE 
LEAKS. VANCE 
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